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Report on Gender Sensitization Activities of the Institution
(2016-17 to 2020-2021)

INTRODUCTION:

Gender sensitization is a major issue in Indian Society. It is basically a male
dominated socisty where women are always considered on a secondary place in every field
of life. In the ancient Indians scriptures wbmen was given a glorified status. She wasan
embodiment of Shakti. However, Manusmruti made such statement about women which
relegated to a position of backwardness and timidity. Her status and respectful position in

the society suffered during that time.

Indian constitution has given the equal status to both men and women. Indian
society must practice the equality between male and female. Considering this fact the
college has organized special workshops, lectures to sensitize the young generation on
Gender Discrirination. It is a need that we should arrange programmes on this sensitive
topic to reduce the barriers caused due to discrimination and gender bias. The main
objectives of gender mainstreaming are equal career opportunities for men and women, Fair
distribution of unpaid and paid work among women and men and equality of women and
men with regard to political representation and participation. With the prevalence and
gender discrimination and social norms and practices girls become eposed to the possibility
of child marriage teenage pregnancy, child domestic work , poor education and health seual
abuse exploitation and violence. Many of these manifestations will not change unless girls
are valued more.

Hence in order to inculcate these values many Gender sensitization seminar,
workshops, Guest lectures of renowned persons were organized. The detailed report about

these programs is as follows:
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Gender Youth Fest: 10 August 2016-

Gender youth festival was organized on 10™ August 2016 by Co-curricular and Cultural
Committee of the college in association with Ruby Social Welfare Society, Nagpur and
Akshara, Mumbai. Both the NGO work for women’s right issues in the society. This Gender
Youth Fest aims at discussing and sharing the biased thought process about the status of
men and women with youths through various games.

The inaugural function was organized at 10.00am in college Auditorium. Renowned Social
activist Hon’ble Seematai Sakhare and Famous Career Counsellor Hon’ble Sapna Sharma
were the chief guest of the inaugural function. Hon’ble Shree Sanjayji Shende, President,
Sevadal Education Society was the Chairman of this function. Prof. Pravin Charde,
Principal, Sevadal Mahila Mahavidyalay, Nagpur and Mrs. Rubina Patel, Director, Ruby
Social Welfare Society were present on his occasion.  Youth Fest was inaugurated at the
hands of these guests. They visited the various stalls made in the college ground. All the
dignitaries expressed their view and appreciated the concept of the youth festival as it is a
need of the time to address the gender issues in our society. Through the various stalls of
games the concept of gender equality was very well explained by the facilitators. Studetns of
Arts faculty of our college worked as a facilitator and volunteer for this event. Around 400
participants visited the youth festival. Reporters from news paper, invited social workers and

studetns from various college became the part of this event.

26™ August 2016 : Women’s Equality Day —

Women’s Equality Day was celebrated on 26" August 2016. On this occasion a special
lecture of Adv. I.akshmi Malewar was organized on Women’s Rights. She told about the
provisions made in Indian Constitution related to women’s rights. She focused on article
14,15,16,17 and 18 of the Constitution and discussed in detail. She explained that this
problem is deeply routed in our psychic. Even though we have various provisions and laws
for the protection of women’s rights still our mentality of male dominating society doesn’t
allow us to behave impartially. So bringing in change in this thought process is important is
the main solution to this problem. She also appreciated the organizers for organizing such

programs. Students asked their queries at the end of the program.
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8" March, 2017: International Women’s Day

On the occasion of International Women’s day a special lecture by Dr. (Mrs.) Madhavi
Mardikar, Head. Department of Physical education, VNGISS, Nagpur was organized. The
topic of the lecture was ‘Stress Management and Physical Fitness in Women’. Women are
proving themselves in every sector of life but simultaneously' they are facing many health
issues due to the stress. So this lecture was specially arranged to address the problem of stress
and its related issues. Mardikar Madam told the causes of stress in day today life. She told the
adverse effects of stress on human body particularly in women. How the Harmon levels of
women are affected due to stress and creates the health problem. She explained the various
techniques of stress management. She suggested few exercises to perform daily to manage the
stress level and maintain the physical fitness. In the question answer session she answered

many queries of the staff members and students regarding the topic.
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26™ August, 2017 : Women’s Equality Day

Women’s Equality Day was celebrated on 26™ August, 2017. On this occasion a
special lecture of Mrs. Maitreyi Kale, Social Activist and Motivational Speaker was
organized. She emphasizes on the topic of gender sensitization and its need in present society.
She explains the constitutional provisions specially article no 14, 15, 16, 17, 18 which assures
the equal status of man and woman in the society. She also told that gender discrimination is
amajor issue in Indian Society as it is basically a male dominated society. The glory of modern
Indian women continues to enlighten the world in every field. Despite of all glory and sacrifice
the women in India are still treated as second class citizen. She explained that the solution of
this problem is deeply routed in our psychic. She insisted the girls to become self sufficient.
She conducted some games and also involved the students in the discussion also. All the

participants made the workshop successful with their overwhelming response.

10" December, 2017: Human Rights Day

On the occasion of International Human Rights Day- 10" December, Prof. Reeta
Dhandekar, Head participated in the talk organized by India Peace Centre, Nagpur as a part
of MOU signed between Department of Political Science of Sevadal Mahila Mahavidyalaya,
Nagpur and Incia Peace Centre, Nagpur. Renowned Social Activists participated in this
program. The purpose behind this program was to sensitize the young generation regarding
the various problems in the field of human rights. Young participants also presented their
views on this occasion. All the participants unanimously accepted the need to be united against

the violation of human rights at every field so that human rights can be protected.

8" March, 2018: International Women’s Day

International Women’s Day is celebrated worldwide on 8" of March to salute
women hood and to acknowledge the contribution of women across the globe in building their
Nations and with the strong belief that “Empowering Women is Empowering Humanity.”
This day was celebrated in our College by the Cultural Committee by organizing Power point

Presentation Competition on the topic “Outstanding Women Achievers” who have excelled
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Ten students of the college participated in the competition and presented the
outstanding contributions of Mrs. Sindhutai Sapkal, Dr.(Mrs.)Smita Kolhe, Mother Teresa,
Kiran Bedi, Medha Patkar, Kalpana Chawla, Arunima Sinha and Lata Mangeshkar to
humanity, to mankind, to the Nation. Hon’ble Principal Of the College, Prof. Pravin Charde
presided over the function (gave an introductory remark).The competition was judged by
Dr.(Mrs.)Jyoti Ramteke and Dr. Sopan Pise.

Ms. Pooja Lokhande and Ms. Smitali Ukey (B.Sc.III) received first prize, Ms. Astha
Pande (B.Sc.II) received Second Prize while Ms. Kajal Goswami (B.Sc.II) received Third
Prize. Winners were felicitated with Memento and Certificate. All the participants were

appreciated by giving certificates.

Participant delivering her power point presentation
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Participant of the competition delivering her powerpoint presentation

Participant of the competition delivering her powerpoint presentation
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Women’s Equality Day :

Gender is the state of equal ease of access to the resources and opportunities
regardless of sex. Though India has achieved a great success in every field of life still it has a
issue of gender discrimination. To create awareness on this issue Women’s Equality Day was
celebrated on 1% September, 2018. On this occasion a special lecture of Mrs. Kavita Agarwal,
Motivational Speaker, Nagpur was organized. She explained gender equality means that the
different behaviour, aspirations and needs of women and men are considered, valued and
favoured equally. It does not mean that women and men have to become the same, but that
their rights, responsibilities and opportunities will not depend on whether they are born male
or female. She told about the rights mentioned in the constitution and discussed how gender
equality is intrinsically linked to sustainable development and to the realization of human
rights for all. She gave various examples of day to day life and explains how the society
behave in a gender biased way. She focused on the family atmosphere where girl is given a
secondary place than boy. She also gave very beautiful examples of successful women in
society who grow beyond this biased thinking. She asked the students to believe in themselves

and also to work hard to make their own place in this world. Total 65 students attended the

lecture.

Mrs Kavita Agarwal addressing the students &7
Prof Pra\me

Principal
Seva'};r&ggw%t:h»‘,‘.‘i«!f“.';fuya
6%/ Sevadal Mahila Mahavidyalaya, Nagpur



Students during the programme
Lecture on “Gender Patriarchy and violence against women :

A guest lecture was organised by Parents Teacher Association on the eve of World
AIDS Day. This day takes place on 1* December each year. Its an oppurtunity for people
worldwide to unite in the fight against HIV. As the students were busy with their university
exams the lecture was conducted on 26" February 2019 at 11.00 am. The guest speaker was
Dr (Mrs) Jyoti Niswade, Associate Professor, in Social work, Matru Seva Sangh, Nagpur.
The topic of the lecture was “Gender Patriarchy and violence against women.” The
programme started by welcoming the guest. Dr (Mrs) P. P.Chahande, convenor of PTA
compared the programme. Dr (Mrs) S, D.Bhoyar welcomed the guest speaker with a floral
bouquet.She explained the students about the fundamental rights guaranted in the constitution
of India on gender equality. The main objective about the guest lecture was on how to prevent
and protect women against sexual harassment at workplace and to ensure effective redressal
of complaints of sexual harasshment.She explained the studemts the meaning of Patriarchy
which is a social system in which men hold primary power and predominate in roles of
political leadership ,social priveledge and control of property .She also told the students about
power differences between men and women. The students were satisfied with the lecture.
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Dr Mrs P. P. Chahande Convenor Parents Teacher Association comparing the

programme

S

. /
Prof Pravin Charde

. Principal
/gg)%/ W SevagymﬁlMahavidyahya
Sevadal Mahil¥ V93838 AR Nagpur



|3

‘ e
Students at the Lecture ( §

Prof Pravin Charde

. Principal
Sev AR#J Mahavidvalaya

%;)M/ W Sevadal Mahila’VW£h&vidyalaya Nagpur




10™ December, 2018: Human Rights Day

On the occasion of International Human Rights Day- 10" December, Prof. Reeta
Dhandekar, Head participated in the talk organized by India Peace Centre, Nagpur as a part
of MOU signed between Department of Political Science of Sevadal Mahila Mahavidyalaya,
Nagpur and India Peace Centre, Nagpur. Renowned Social Activists participated in this
programme.. All the participants unanimously accepted the need to be united against the

violation of human rights at every field so that human rights can be protected.

Participants during quiz competition
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Participants with their certificates

8"March, 2018: International Women’s Day

International Women'’s Day is celebrated worldwide on 8" of March to salute women hood
and to acknowledge the contribution of women across the globe in building their Nations and
with the strong belief that “Empowering Women is Empowering Humanity.” This day was
celebrated in our College by the Cultural Committee by organizing an ‘Intercollegiate Youth
Fest on Gender Equality’.

This activity was jointly organized by Sevadal Mahila Mahavidyalaya and Ruby

Social Welfare Society Nagpur. The inaugural function was organized at 11.00am in
college Auditorium. Renowned Speaker and Social activist Hon’ble Shrimati Usha Mishra
Madam and Famous Career Counsellor Hon’ble Sapna Sharma were the chief guest of the
inaugural function. Hon’ble Shree Sanjayji Shende, President, Sevadal Education Society
was the Chairman of this function. Prof. Pravin Charde, Principal, Sevadal Mahila
Mahavidyalay, Nagpur and Mrs. Rubina Patel, Director, Ruby Social Welfare Society were
present on his occasion.  Youth Fest was inaugurated at the hands of these guests. They
visited the various stalls made in the college ground. All the dignitaries expressed their
view and appreciated the concept of the youth festival as it is a need of the time to address

the gender issues in our society. &‘
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Through the various stalls of games the concept of gender equality was very well explained
by the facilitators. Studetns of Arts faculty of our college
worked as a facilitator and volunteer for this event. Around 400 participants visited the

youth festival. Reporters from news paper, invited social workers and studetns from various

college became the part of this event.

Honourable President on the Dias

Honourable Principal during Inauguration of Youth festival
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Student welcoming the guest
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Honourable Principal addressing the gathering

Students at the Youth Festival ( %
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Students gathered for the youth festival

Volunteers showing their slogans é;/
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Students at the youth festival

Students at variuos stalls
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Students at the stall

Students at the stall &:./
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tudentlaﬁlig about their stall

Students taking information about the stall
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Honourable President at the stall
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Dr Reeta Dhandekar at the Youth festival g
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Students showing their bands é:%/
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Student Interaction

Distribution of certificates
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Certificate distribution to the volunteers

Volunteers at the festival
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26" August 2019 : Women’s Equality Day

Gender is the state of equal ease of access to the resources and opportunities
regardless of sex. Though India has achieved a great success in every field of life still it has a
issue of gender discrimination. To create awareness on this issue Women’s Equality Day was
celebrated on 26™ August 2019. On this occasion a special lecture of Dr. Dipak Pawar,
Assciate Professor and Head, Department of Sociology, Women’s College of Arts and
Commerce was jointly organized by the Cultural committee and Students Guidance and
Counselling cell of the college. Dr. Dipak Pawar has completed his research in the subject of
women empowerment . He explained the concept of Gender Equality and gave various
examples in day to day life. He told about the status of rights given by the constitution to all
the citizens irrespective of sex, cast,creed etc. He also focused on some laws specilly made

for women which proctects their rights. Total 72 participants were present on this ocassion.

Dr Manjusha Patil introducing the guest speaker
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Dr Dipik Pawar delivering the guest lecture

3" January 2019 : Savitribai Phule Jayanti- Awareness Drive on De-addiction movement
& Role of Women

Savitribai Phule jayanti was celebrated in the college. As she was a pioneer in the field of
women education, Co-curricular and Cultural committee and Parents Association of the
college organized a enlightening session for the students to pay tribute to this great social
reformer. A special Lecture on “De-addiction Movement and role of women’ was organized
on this occasion. The guest speaker was Mrs. Sarika Dehankar, Co-incharge, Maharashtra
State Women Participation Wing, Maharashtra Andhashradhha Nirmulan Samiti, Wardha.
This programme was held under the ° Mahila Sabalikaran and Prabodhan Abhiyaan’
organized by Maharashtra ANIS during 3™ January to 12" January 2020. Hon’ble Shri

Sanjayji Shende, President, Sevadal Education Society presided over the function.
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Hon’ble Prof. Pravin Charde, Principal, Sevadal Mahila Mahavidyalay was also present on
this occasion. Other dignitaries from Maharashtra ANIS like Shri Jagjit Singhji, Shri Gajendra

Surkar, Shri Shrikhande were also present on this occasion.

In the welcome address Hon’ble Principal paid his tribute and explained the importance of
Savitribai Phule’s reformative work. Through the power point presentation Mrs. Dehankar
madam elaborate the topic. She focused on the problem of Addiction and its adverse effect on
the family as well as society. She also explained the role of women in the De-addiction
movement. She asked the students to work hard, be independent and protest against the
addiction. She also focused on the addiction of Mobile as well as social media in society
particularly in young generation. Dr. Reeta Dhandekar, Convener, Cultural Committee
compared the programme and Dr. Sushil Meshram, Member, Parents Association proposed

the vote of thanks. More than 100 students and staff members attended the program
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Dignitaries on the dias
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Dr Sadhana Bhoyar HOD FRM Department welcoming the Honourable Principal
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Dr Chahande Convenor Parents teacher association welcoming the guest speaker

Guest speaker delivering the lecture
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Honourable Prlncipal,Staff members ,Parents anus at the rogramme
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28" January 2020 — Gender Youth Festival :

Gender issues are very prominent in Indian sociey. To creater awareness about thconcept of
Gender and the Importance of Gender Equality an Intercollegiate Youth Fest ‘Gender Mela’
was organized by the Co-curricular and Cultural committee of the college in association with
Ruby Social Welfare Society , Nagpur. This NGO deals with various issues in social life and
particularly women issues. Youth fest was inaugerated at the hands of chief guest of the
inagural sesion . Hon’ble Shri. Dhananjay Tambrkar, Director, Godawari Urban Credit
Cooperative Bank, Nanded. Guest of Honour was renowned Social Activist Smt. Chhaya
Khobragade, President, Dalit Movment, Nagpur. Sakkadara Police station Head, Shri Ajit
Sing was also among the dignitaries on the dias. Hon’ble Shri Sanjayji Shende, President,
Sevadal Educaion Scoeity presided over the session. Hon’ble Principal Prof. Pravin Charde
was graciously present on this ocassion. Founder of Ruby Social Welfare society and social
activist Mrs.Rubina Patel was also present. All the dignitaries expressed their view and
appreciated the concept of the youth festival as it is a need of the time to address the gender
issues in our society. Through the various stalls of games the concept of gender equality was
very well explained by the facilitators. 24 studetns of Arts faculty of our college worked as a
facilitator and around 20 students worked as a volunteer for this event. Around 500

participants visited the youth festival. Reporters from news paper, invited social workers and

studetns from various college became the part of this event.
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Stalls at the youth Festival
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Volunteers and students at the stal
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Stalls at the outh festival

Students taking information about various stalls

Voluneer at the Stal
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8" March, 2020: Aatmsanrakshan Karyshala (International Women’s Day) |

Every year International Women’s Day is celebrated on 8" March to mark the
contribution of Women in our lives and to the society. This year also International Women’s
Day was celebrated by the Co-curricular and Cultural Committee of the College by
organizing a Workshop on Self Defense for the students of the College from 4™ March to
7% March 2020. Around 70 students of the college, participated in the workshop and
learned the techniques of Self defense and gained knowledge regarding Self Defense. The
Workshop was organized as a part of Mission Mrutunjay initiative in association with
Shivshakti Foundation. The workshop was inaugurated on 4™ March 2020 at the hands of
Hon’ble Prof. Pravin Charde, Principal, Sevadal Mahila Mahavidyalaya, Nagpur. Shri
Hitesh Daff, Founder of Shivshakti Martial Arts, Shivashakti Foundation, Nagpur and his
team (Yogini More, Muskan sheikh, Rajahi Ghodeshwar, Pooja Kshirsagar, Yemendra
Bisen, Pradeep Mankar, and Saurabh Hirkane) were present for the inaugural session.
Hon’ble Princpal Sir addressed the students on this occasion. The inaugural session was
followed by Mental session wherein the participants were made aware about What is Self
Defense, Why Self Defense is important and Why should one learn it? In the workshop, Self
Defense techniques were taught to the students by Shri Hitesh Daf, Founder , Shivashakti
Martial Arts Foundation, Nagpur and his team. On the second day, participants were taught
regarding the Types and Rules of Self Defense and what are the different ways attackers
can attack and how to tackle any such situation. On the third day, participants were taught
regarding various defense techniques for variety of situations and rigorous practice was also
taken. On the fourth day, participants were told motivational and real story and were again
taught different Self Defense moves and tricks and tips. Students practiced a lot and not only
enjoyed learning the techniques but also were happy and confidant that they really learnt
very useful techniques. On 8™ March 2020 around 50 students of the college and staff
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Students performing various defense moves

Students at the workshop >,
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Feedback form ocof World AIDS Day Vi

Questions Responses @

Feedback form of
World AIDS Day

video

All questions compulsory

Email *

Valid email

This form is collecting emails. Change settings

Name
e [t Lo = e =
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FEEDBACK FORM SENT TO THE STUDENTS AND RESPONSES
RECEIVED.

10" December 2020: International Human Rights Day:

International Human Rights Day was celebrated 10" December 2020. On this
occasion an online guest lecture was jointly organized by co-curricular and cultural
committee and dept. of Political Science. Dr. Vivek Diwan, Asso. Professor and Head, Dpt.
of Political science was the Guest speaker. Topic for the guest lecture was “Human Rights:
Concept and Development™. This program was conducted on zoom app at 10.30 am. The
link for the event was on the WhatsApp group. Dr. Diwan told the history of human rights
struggle in through out the world. He told about the journey which started from
Mangnacharta of 1215AD to the Universal Declaration of Human Rights by United Nations
Organization on 10" December 1948. He asked the young generation to stand against the
violation of human rights. He also discussed the role of non-governmental organizations in

the protection of human rights. Total 91 participants attended the program
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34 January 2021: Savitribai Phule Jayanti —

Savitribai Phule is a pioneer in the field of women education. To pay tribute to the
supreme name who dared to pursue the noble profession of teaching in the dark ageand
became the first lady teacher in India. She also played an important role in improving
women's rights in India. She is regarded as the mother of Indian feminism. This year due
to the COVID restrictions it was celebrated online by conducting an essay competition for
the B.A. and BSc. first-year students. Also, weshared an essay on Savitri Bai Phule in the
form ofa video. The video was presentedthe complete life journey of Savitri Bai Phule and
her struggles and how she overcame them with her determination. 40-45 students saw the
video and they were motivated and were interested in the conduction of more such activities

in the future.
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8" March 2021: International Womens’ Day-

International Womens’ Day is globally celebrated on 8™ March to commemorate the
cultural, political and socioeconomic achievements of woman.It is also a focal point in
whhich the womens’ rights movement, bringing attention to issues such as gender equality,
reproductive rights, and violence and abuse against woman. Considering this fact Co-
curricular and Cultural Committee, Alumni Association and Internal Complaint Committee
of the college jointly organized Three days lecture series on ‘Womeﬁ’s Rights and Legal
Awareness’. This Virtual Awareness Series was conducted on 8,9 and 10 March 2021

through google meet platform. The details of the program are as follow:
8" March 2021: Domestic Violence Act 2005- Nature and Legal Provisions

Adyv. Prabha Sontakke- Counsellor, Gandhi Smarak Nidhi Trust, Pune.: On the first
day of the program Advocate Prabha Sontakke, Counsellor, Gandhi Smarak Nidhi Trust,
Pune was the guest speaker. She talked on the topic of ‘Domestic Violence Act 2005 —
Nature and Legal Provisions’. She described the journey of this Act. In Indian society
domestic violence is the common scenario. Sontakke madam said that the essence of this
Act is to provide a quick, easy and affordable civil remedy in the form of a protection order.
She described the meaning of the term ‘Domestic Violence” which covers the meaning of
Physical abuse, Sexual abuse, Verbal and emotional abuse, economic abuse. She explained
that any kind of hurt, injury or danger to life, limb, health, safety or well-being, whether
mental or physical covered under the term domestic violence. She said that it covers all
women who may be mother, sister, wife, widow or partners living in a shared household. An
aggrieved person or any other person on behalf of the aggrieved person may present an
application to the magistrate. It is the duty of the protection officer and the service provider
to provide all assistance to the woman who is a victim of domestic violence. She also
discussed about the nature of relief covered under this Act like protection order, monetary
relief, custody orders and compensation. In the question answer session students asked
various questions concerned with their own individual experiences in family matters which

were answered by the guest speaker. Dr. Reeta Dhandekar, Convenor, Cultural committee
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NAGPUR.
International Women's Day- 8% March 2021

Awareness Lectures on Women's rights
Protecting Laws

8%, 9% & 10% March 2021.
jointly srganized by
: Co-curricular and Caltural committes, Alumni
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9*" March 2021: Sexual Harassment of Women at Workplace (Prevention,
Prohibition and Redressal) Act, 2013.

Speaker- Dr. Ragini Khubalkar, Asst. Professor of Law, Maharashtra National Law
University, Nagpur.

On the second day of the awareness lecture series, Dr. Ragini Khubalkar, Asst.
Professor of Law, Maharashtra Law University, Nagpur delivered the lecture on Sexual
Harassment of women at Workplace (Prevention, Prohibition and Redressal) Act, 2013. Dr.
Reeta Dhandekar introduced the guest speaker. She explained this topic in detail through
power point presentation. She explained that Sexual Harassment at workplace is considered
violation of women’s right to equality, life and liberty. It creates an insecure and hostile
work environment, which discourage women’s participation in work, and eventually their
social economic empowerment. Khubalkar madam said that the need for such legislation
was observed first time by the Supreme Court, in the case of Vishakha Vs State of
Rajasthan. The Act defines sexual harassment as unwelcome acts or behavior namely,
physical contact and advances, a demand or request for sexual favors, making sexually
colored remarks and other verbal and non-verbal conduct of sexual nature. She also focused
on certain duties lays down by this Act on the employer and District officer like creating
awareness on sexual harassment at workplace, sensitize the employees, assist the complaints
committee in conducting inquiry etc. She said that this Act is very much important for
creating an environment where woman can speak up about their grievances without fear and
get justice but sensitization of men towards treatment of women at workplace is equally
important. Over whelming response of the students was noted during question answer
session which also remarked it as a very fruitful session. This session was compared by Dr.

Reeta Dhandekar, Convenor, Cultural committee.
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Dr Ragini Kumbhalkar as Guest speaker

Right to Appeal- within 90 days
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List of students who joined the lecture

10'™™ March 2021: Women’s’ Rights : Constitutional Provisions

Speaker- Dr. Saroj Agalawe, Professor and Head, Dpt. of Sociology, Women’s College,
Nagpur.: On the third day of the awareness lecture series, Dr. Saroj Agalawe, Professor
and Head, Dpt. of Sociology, Woman’s College, Nagpur delivered the lecture on Women’s’

Rights : Constitutional Provision. &
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Dr. Sushil Meshram, Head, Department. of Marathi introduced the guest. Dr. Agalawe
madam said that the principle of gender equality is enshrined in the Indian Constitution in its
Preamble, Fundamental Rights and Directives Principles. The Constitution not only grants
equality to women, but also empower the State to adopt measures of positive discrimination
in favour of women. She explained how Article 14 of the constitution embodies the general
principles of equality before law and equal protection of Laws. Article 15 prohibits the State
from any discrimination against any citizen on the basis of any one or more of the aspects
such as religion, race, caste, sex, place of birth or any of them. Article 16 provides for equal
opportunity to all in matter related to employment and other. She also explained the
importance of Article 39, 39a,39d which ensures the equal right to men and women to have
an adequate means of livelihood. She said that Article 42 directs the State to make provision
for securing justice and human condition for work for maternity relief is proving very
crucial role in the development of women which is very invaluable contribution of Dr.
Babasaheb Ambedkar. She discussed the importance of Women reservation in Panchayat
Raj system. She also expressed her concern that though the position of women has improved
in the last four decades, but still, they are struggling to maintain their dignity and freedom.
Presently Indian woman are facing the toughest time mentally and physically, mainly due to
unawareness and lack of knowledge of legal and constitutional rights of woman. She
congratulates the organizers for such an awareness activity which will be definitely fruitful
for the students as well as society. Question answer session received a good response from
the audience. This Session was conducted by Dr. Bharti Tapase, Convenor, Alumni

Association. At the end of the lecture series Dr. Reeta Dhandekar, Convenor, Cultural
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committee proposed the vote of thanks.
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